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Report on One Day National Web Coloquium“PanthojonerSokha: ﬁsthirSumuverDigdarshan;

Date 18/08/2020
Time 12 Noon TO 6 PM
Venue Google meet platform
Organised by Department of English, GourMahavidyalaya, Malda, West Bengal in collaboration with
Alposankhak : A Critical Thinking Collective & The Department of English, LokeparaMahavidyalaya
Objective 1. To take stock of the implications of the *crisis’ thrust upon us by the pandemic for

socio-cultural, intellectual and political spheres.
2. To understand the present crisis in the context of the thoughts of great thinkers.
3. To look into the politics in this pandemic-prone situation.

Speakers & Topics

Prathama Banerjee, Professor, Center for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS). New
Delhi: Histories of the Future and the Restlessness of Time: Some A-historical Meditations

Samim Ahmed. Associate Professor, Belur Ramkrishna Mission Vidyamandir, Belur: Sorrow,
Disease and Death in the Mahabharata

ShefaliMoitra, Former Professor, Department of Philosophy, Jadavpur University. Difference
and Harmony: Tagore’s Idea of Religion

Wb ek, Assistant Professor, SidhoKanhoBirsha University: From the Burrow
of My Fear unto Thy House of Fearlessness: From a Loner’s Inert Statement to a World of
Silence and Light

Aditya Nigam, Professor, Center for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS): The Rise of Global
Right and Implosion of the Political

Ajay Gudavarthy, Associate Professor, CPS, Jawaharlal Nehru University: Power of Myth and Meaning

Dwaipayan Sen, Historian ( formerly Amherst College, USA and Author of The Decline of the Caste
Question: Jogendranath Mandal and the Defeat of Dalit Politics in Bengal, Cambridge University Press,

2018): Prospects for Dalit politics in West Bengal -‘Q N
No. of participents 42 PROC! pal_ '
attended Lokepara Mahavidyalaya

Kuliara, Birbhum |
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Synopsis of the
topics discussed

The weird present, plagued with the constant phobia of imminent death has forced us into deeper
philosophical and ontological uncertainties. We wake up each morning as if to play dice with Death.
The hauntology and scare of death tend to corrode all our epistemic foundational planks. Unmooring
us, thus, from some of our strongly held political and cultural certainties and triumphalism of
modernity, it has led to gloom, anxiety and terror, But is not dejection also an ontological
precondition to creatively re-imagine our futures? Who are our sokhas/inmates who can embalm our
current ‘cries and whispers’? Who can ferry us across this current crisis of disease, global socio-
political disorder and death? What lessons can we derive from similar troubles in the past? How can
our poets, philosophers, artists and critical thinkers help us rebuild our bare and fragile existence?
Does the present crisis also promise a leap to a new political future beyond the torturous visions of
the current myopia? Can we think beyond our normative frames of Western modernity and capitalist
plunder? Can a new culture of faith heal our wounds and re-enchant the world? This collogquium seeks
to explore possible pathways in these troubled times.

Outcome

Participants benefitted from lively discussions on issues relating to the socio-cultural and
political fallout of the ongoing pandemic. The outcome can be summarized thus:

a. The esteemed speakers and panelists discussed the issues pertaining to the “crisis’ and
presented their perspectives about the futures that are to emerge post-pandemic.

b. Speakers discussed a variety of perspectives on the ‘erisis', ranging from historical,

literary, and sociological perspectives. It helped the participants a lot to understand the

present 'troubled times' in historical and cultural contexts.

Participants found the deliberations on the thoughts of thinkers like Tagore or the great

poet of Mahabharata helpful in combating the present crisis and envisioning a new

future.

d. The panel discussion on Politics Now stimulated discussions on the political
implication of the present ‘crisis’. The panel discussion was extremely helpful in
thinking through the politics —both during and after the pandemic. ]
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Web-Colloquium

Panthajoner Sokha: Asthir Somoyer Digdarshan

Pilgrim s Progress: Pathways for the Troubled Times

18 August, 2020, 12.45 PM (IST) Onward

Preliminaries 1245 -1 PM
Opening Address. Dr. Ashim Kumar Sarkar, Principal, Gour College
Introducing the Theme of the Colloquium: Anindya Sekhar Purakayatha / Dr. Mursed Alam

“Histories of the Future and the Restlessness of Time: Some A-historical Meditations”™

Prathama Baneriee Center for the

Study of Developing Societies

“WEIETATS 2 o 2718 8 YOI

Samim Ahmed RKM Vidyamandir, Belur
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Subhendra Bhowmick, Sidho Kanho Birsha University
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The Colloquium would be held on Cisco Webex. Link would be sent to the registered participants only. For registration
please email to Amrita Sarkar (aruvi01@gmail.com) or Seema Ahmed (seemaahmed 14@gmail com) before 2 PM , 17 August
2020.

Organized by
Depariment of English
] . ¥ 1 n
association with Alposankhok. A Critical Thinking Collective & Reading Group
Department of English, Lokepara Mahavidyalaya, University ofBurdwan

Conveners
Mursed Alam, Gour College, University of Gour Banga
Anindya Sekhar Purakayastha, Kazi Nazrul University & Alposonkhok: A Critical Thinking Collective
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