3 Yr. Degree/4 Yr. Honours 2nd Semester E
Subject Philosophy

Course: PHIL2051 (SEC)

Time: 2 Hours

Full Marks: 40

The figures in the right hand margin indicate full marks.

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words

as far as practicable.
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1. Answer any five of the following questions: 2x5=10
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(a) Give a definition of environmental ethics.

sAf AMoRmT At 7S | «

(b) State any of the arguments adduced in favour of strong speciesism.
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(c) Mention the name of two thinkers associated with cultivating environmental ethics.
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(d) What is deep ecology?
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(e) State Aldo Leopold’s notion of ‘land’ in his land ethic.
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(f) What are the sources of anthropocentric thought?
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(g) Find out the difference between instrumental value and intrinsic value.
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(h) How will you put forward the notion of sentientism?
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2. Answer any two of the following questions:
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(a) Give a brief exposition of the nature of environmental ethics.
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(b) Bring out the main contentions of anthropocentrism.
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(c) Briefly explain any two of the factors that have nourished the development of
anthropocentrism.
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(d) Distinguish among raw speciesism, strong speciesism and weak speciesism.
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3. Answer any two of the following questions: 10x2=20
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(a) Explain the concept of biocentric egalitarianism as a non-anthropocentric worldview.
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(b) How does Rabindranath Tagore comprehend the interconnectedness between humanity and
nature? Discuss.
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(c) State the argument from appeal to rationality adduced to
the objections raised against this theory.
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Justify weak speciesism. Explain

5? What are the basic ideas and principles of Deep Ecology? Discuss
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3. Answer any two of the following questions:
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(a) State and explain the arguments of the Sarkhya thinkers for the existence of Prakrti.
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(b) How is vyapti ascertained, according to the Naiyayika? Discuss.
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(c) What does Descartes mean by Substance? Discuss critically.
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(d) Discuss Spinoza’s theory of body-mind parallelism.
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